
 

 

 THE DEFINITION: 
Gothic  fic tion (sometimes referred to as 

Gothic  horror) is a  genre of li terature that  
combines elements  of both horror and 

romance. As a genre, i t  is general ly  
believed to have been invented by the 

Engl ish author Horace Walpole, w ith his 
1764 novel  The Castle  of  Otranto… 

GOTHIC 
FICTION 

THIS 

…Gothic fiction derives its name from its 
similarities to the Gothic medieval cathedrals, 
which feature a majestic, unrestrained 
architectural style with often savage or 
grotesque ornamentation (the word "Gothic" 
derives from "Goth," the name of one of the 
barbaric Germanic tribes that invaded the 
Roman Empire). See below for visual 
reference. 
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Gothic literature sought to reconnect with the 
‘dark’ side of life and human nature. It offered 
readers extremes of emotion, a chance to 
experience the thrill of terror and a glimpse of 
the chaos that constantly threatens the order 
we seek to impose on our lives. Accordingly, 
just as scientists and intellectuals were 
celebrating the fact that magic and 
superstition were things of the past, people 
were rushing out to buy spine-chilling novels 
about haunted castles, phantoms and curses. 
 

METONYMY 
Metonymy is a subtype of metaphor, in 
which something (like rain) is used to 
stand for something else (like sorrow). For 
example, the film industry likes to use 
metonymy as a quick shorthand, so we 
often notice that it is raining in funeral      
scenes. 
 
 

Common Gothic Elements: 
 
• Setting in a castle – spooky and old 
• An atmosphere of mystery and suspense 
• Omens, visions 
• Supernatural or otherwise inexplicable events 
• High, even overwrought emotion – meaning a 

state of nervous excitement or anxiety 
• Women in distress – think fainting, terrified, 

screaming, and/or sobbing L  
• Women threatened by a powerful or 

impulsive male 
• The metonymy of horror/gloom – lightning 

and thunder, howling winds, crazed laughter, 
wolves howling, eerie sounds etc. 

 
 
 

 

Watch Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller’ video or his 
‘Ghosts’ video and list as many gothic 
elements as you can: 



 

 

 ROMANCE 
IN GOTHIC FICTION 

HORROR 

In addition to the standard gothic elements, many gothic novels contain elements of 
romance as well.  

Elements of romance 

1. Powerful love. Heart stirring, often sudden, 
emotions create a life or death commitment. 
Many times this love is the first the character 
has felt with this overwhelming power.  

2. Uncertainty of reciprocation. What is the 
beloved thinking? Is the lover's love returned 
or not?  

3. Unreturned love. Someone loves in vain (at 
least temporarily). Later, the love may be 
returned.  

4. Tension between true love and father's 
control, disapproval, or choice. Most often, 
the father of the woman disapproves of the 
man she loves.  

5. Lovers parted. Some obstacle arises and 
separates the lovers, geographically or in 
some other way. One of the lovers is banished, 
arrested, forced to flee, locked in a dungeon, 
or sometimes, disappears without 
explanation. Or, an explanation may be given 
(by the person opposing the lovers' being 
together) that later turns out to be false.  

6. Illicit love or lust threatens the virtuous 
one. The young woman becomes a target of 
some evil man's desires and schemes.  

7. Rival lovers or multiple suitors. One of the 
lovers (or even both) can have more than one 
person vying for affection.  

 

 
 
Many modern writers of horror exhibit considerable 
Gothic sensibilities—examples include the works of 
Anne Rice (‘Interview With The Vampire’), as well as 
some of the sensationalist works of Stephen King. 
Director Tim Burton (Edward Scissorhands, Sleepy 
Hollow, Dark Shadows etc) famously tweaks Gothic 
elements in his films. 
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GOTHIC 
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Johnny Depp as Edward 
Scissorhands in Tim Burton’s 

film By Ms. Ralph J 


